CHAPTER IV.-TTie Press.
Between 1921 and 1926. The number of newspapers and periodicals pub-
lished in the Punjab increased from 196 to 870. The life of many of the papers
is ephemeral, and records show that during the period above-mentioned no less
than 600 periodicals were started or revived, ard that 500 ceased publication.
Of the publications which were in existence during the whole or part of 1926,
only 25 were daily papers, of which 6 were published in English and the rest
in one or other of the Vernaculars ; papers published once or twice a week
numbered 150, of which 10 were in English. There are 14 daily newspaper?
with a circulation of over 1,000, one European, three Muhaminadan. seven
Hindu and three Sikh ; but in 1926 no single paper had a circulation of
more than 4,000. The total circulation in 1926 of all newspapers and periodi-
cals was 408,000, or more than ten times the circulation in 1921. Li part, this
is no doubt a reaction to the progress of education, for the number of persons
under instruction has increased from 626,000 in 1921 to 1,182,000 in 1927 : but
it must also reflect an increased appetite for news and increased interest in current
affairs. The Sikh newspapers, which make a special appeal to Sikh " national "
and religious sentiments, depend to a considerable extent on country readers :
but other papers rely mainly on the urban classes, though with the spread of
literacy among the rural classes, there is a steady increase in the number of til-
lages where some newspaper or other circulates among the villagers* To this
process the growth of village libraries maintained by the Ministry of Education,
of which there are now over 1,500 in the province must have helped to contri-
bute.
2.   The condition of parties in the Legislature has  been described in
an earlier chapter.   The facts would hardly justify us in holding that the Press
contains purely party organs, in the sense in which that term is understood in
England.   Certainly none of the existing parties maintains or subsidizes an organ
of its own; the nearest approach to this is found in the three or four papers
maintained by the " Akali" section among the Sikhs.   The changes of policy
of some of the minor newspapers are rapid and sometimes confusing:  but for
the most part it may be said that the policy is determined by communal or sec-
tional, rather than by other considerations.   The leading Indian-owned news-
papers, whether they are published in English or in a vernacular, are all  advo-
cates of Self-Government.   There is, however, considerable diversity of view
regarding the ultimate form of the constitution and the methods and stages
by which it should Jbe attained.   At certain stages of political movement, the
national point of view gains strength at the ^expense^of the communal, and a
feature then common to manv newspapers is insistent criticism of Government and
emphasis on any consideration which would discredit the British connection.
Ordinarily, the attitude of the majority of the Press is hostile towards the exe-
cutive administration and the executive officer and, with few exceptions, ercery
opportunity is. taken to criticize and on occasion also to misrepresent actions of
the magistracy and the police.   The Transferred Departments and, in particular,
the Beneficent Departments are regarded with greater consideration,  and the
more responsible papers devote considerable space to problems and measures
of social reform.   There is general agreement in regard to the desirability  of
compulsory education and of improvement in public health and medical rafief,
and although the development of agriculture and industries respectively appesda
to different classes, the support obtained by each is not confined to lie papers
representing particular interests.   Criticism, however, is generally apt to faD
short on its constructive side and is often ill-informed ; but in this reepeet the
Press hag shown itself willing to use the information supplied by the Public In-
formation Bureau, and the work of the Bureau, combined -with the increasing
interest which is taken in the proceedings of the Legislative Council, is responsible
for considerable improvement in the scope and accuracy of the information sup-
plied to the public regarding the activities of Government.   With the more com-
munal papers, however, the administrative policy of a Ministry is judged less
on its merits than on its presumed effects on the community which the paper
supports, and attacks on the Ministers in the Press are for this reason frequently
both unfair and prejudiced.
8,   While there ace papers in the Punjab which, whatever their views
in poHtios or their attitude to Government, express themselves
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